

































































































































































270 Srimad-Bhagavatam [ Canto 2, Ch. 5

this verse, says that the Brahmaloka mentioned here is Vaikuntha, the
kingdom of God, which is sandtana or eternal and is therefore not exactly
like the material creations described above. The virdta universal form of
the Lord is an imagination for the material world. It has nothing to do
with the spiritual world, or the kingdom of God.

TEXTS 40-41
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tat-katyam catalam klptam
arubhyam vitalam vibhoh

janubhyam sutalam suddham
janghabhyam tu talatalam

mahatalam tu gulphabhyan
prapadabhyam rasatalam
patalam pada-talata
iti lokamayah puman

tat—in His; katyam—waist; ca—also; atalam—the first planetary system
below the earth; klptam—situated; @rubhyam—on the thighs; vitalam—the
second planetary system below; vibhoh—O Narada; janubhyam—on the
ankles; sutalam—the third planetary system below; Suddham—purified;
janghabhyam—on the joints; tu—but; talatalam—the fourth planetary
system below; mahdatalam—the fifth planetary system below: tu—but;
gulphabhyam—situated on the calves; prapadabhydm—on the upper or front
portion of the feet; rasatalam—the sixth planetary system below; patalam—
the seventh planetary system below; pada-talatah—on the bottom or soles
of the feet; iti—thus; lokamayah—full of planetary systems; puman—the
Lord.

TRANSLATION

“My dear son Narada, know from me that there are seven lower plane-
tary systems out of the total fourteen: the first planetary system, known as
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the Atala, is situated on the waist; the second, Vitala, is situated on the
thighs; the third, Sutala, on the ankles; the fourth, Talatala, on the joints;
the fifth, Mahatala, on the calves; the sixth, Rasatala, on the upper portion
of the feet; and the seventh, Patala, is situated on the soles of the feel.
Thus the virata form of the Lord is full of all planetary systems.

PURPORT

Modern enterprisers (the astronauts who travel in space) may take infor-
mation from Sri’mad-Bhdgavatam that in space there are fourteen divisions
of planetary systems. The situation is calculated from the earthly planetary
system, which is called Bhiirloka. Above Bhiirloka there is Bhuvarloka, and
the topmost planetary system is called Satyaloka. These are the upper
seven lokas, or planetary systems. And similarly, there are seven lower
planetary systems, known as Atala, Vitala, Sutala, Talatala, Mahatala,
Rasatala and Patala lokas. All these planetary systems are scattered over
the complete universe, which occupies an area of 2,000,000,000 x
2,000,000,000 square miles. The modern astronauts can travel only a few
thousand miles away from the earth, and therefore their attempt to travel
in the sky is something like child’s play on the shore of an expansive
ocean. The moon is situated in the third status of the upper planetary
system, and in the Fifth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam we shall be able to
know the distant situation of the various planets scattered over the vast
material sky. There are innumerable universes beyond the one in which we
are put, and all these material universes cover only an insignificant portion
of the spiritual sky, which is described above as sandatana-brahmaloka. The
Supreme Lord very kindly invites the intelligent human beings to return
back home, back to Godhead, in the following verse of the Bhagavad-
gita:

abrahma-bhuvanal lokdh punar @vartino rjuna
mar apetya lu kaunteya punar janma na vidyate.

(Bg. 8.16)

Beginning from Satyaloka, the topmost planet of the universe situated
just below the eternal Brahmaloka, as described above, all the planets are
material. And one’s situation in any of the many material planets is still
subjected to the laws of material nature, namely birth, death, old age and
disease. But one can get complete liberation from all the above-mentioned
material pangs when one enters into the eternal Brahmaloka senatana
atmosphere, the kingdom of God. Therefore liberation, as contemplated
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by the speculative philosophers and the mystics, is possible only when one
becomes a devotee of the Lord. Anyone who is not a devotee cannot enter
into the kingdom of God. Only by attainment of service attitude in the
transcendental position can one enter into the kingdom of Godhead.
Therefore the speculative philosophers, as well as the mystics, must first of
all be attracted to the devotional cult before they can factually attain
liberation.

TEXT 42
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bhirlokah Lalpitah padbhyam
bhuvarloko ’sya nabhitah

svarlokah kalpito miirdhna
iti va loka-kalpana

bhiurlokah—the entire planetary system beginning from Patala to the
earthly planetary system; kalpitah—imagined; padbhyam—situated on the
legs; bhuvarlokah—the Bhuvarloka planetary system; asya—of the universal
form of the Lord; nabhitah—out of the navel abdomen; svarlokah—the
higher planetary system beginning with the heavenly planets—FEalpitah—
imagined; miardhna—beginning from the chest to the head; iti—thus; va—
either; loka—the planetary systems; kalpana—imagination.

TRANSLATION

“Others may divide the whole planetary system into three divisions,
namely the lower planetary systems on the legs up to the earth, the middle
planetary systems on the navel, and the upper planetary systems of
Svarloka from the chest to the head of the Supreme Personality.

PURPORT

The three divisions of the complete planetary systems are here men-
tioned; fourteelj_l are imagined by others, and that is also explained.

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Second Canto, Fifth
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhigavatam, entitled “The Cause of All Causes.”



THE CAUSE OF ALL CAUSES

The “great and pious Emperor Pariksit was cursed by the son of a
brahmana to die within seven days. Taking advantage of this notice of
certain death, he left his worldly kingdom and family and sat rasting on
the bank of the Yamuna River and prepared for death by inquiring about
God from great sages and spiritual masters. The greatest saintly personality
of the age, Sukadeva Gosvami, app(,ared before Maharaja Pariksit, and
the Emperor humbly asked him what one’s duties are at the time of death.
For answer, Sukadeva Gosvami narrated the glorious .Snmad*Bhagavatam
("Ihe Beautiful Story of the Personality of Godhead™) in twelve cantos
containing all information for all men i all ages on how to gain self-
realization and become engaged in the eternal loving service of the
Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna.

This present volume gives a scientific explanation of the gradnal develop-
ment of the universe as related by the topmost transcendental authorities
Lord Brahma, the first created person, and his son the great sage Narada.
The entire pro-ess of creation is an act of gradual evolution from one
element to another, and each element is the cavse of the next. The
‘material scientists themselves cannot look beyond the laws of material
cause and. effect, but in this volume the original cause is revealed. By
receiving spiritual knowledge from the hona fide authority of Srimad-
[Lhagavatam, one can gain scientific knowiedge of the Supreme Personality
oi Godhead, who is the source of all emanations and the original cause of
all causes.

The translation and commentary are by His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupdda, the present spiritual master in the
unbroken line of disciplic succession coming directly from Sukadeva. The
text contains the original Sanskrit and trmshterahonb_ Ensglish word-for-
word synonyms, translations and elaborate purports.
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